








built-in features normally associated with cameras priced considerably 

higher. It was designed and built to meet an exacting set of standards, 
yet features a simplicity of operation which enables the beginner to obtain 
the results of an advanced photographer. eh eat ae a peer ge 
Its high speed Cintar f:2.8 lens extends the range of the Argus C4 to in- 
clude unusual pictures under “impossible’’ lighting conditions, or color 
photography in failing light. Focusing problems are solved automatically with 
the lens-coupled rangefinder, and the extremely accurate shutter insures con- 
sistent speeds in a range to cover subjects of every description. Flash photog- 
raphy.is extremely simple, requiring no complicated adjustment, or unsightly 
ie Every feature of the Argus C4 has the virtue of simplicity, but the 
camera is exceptionally versatile, to keep pace with your own progress as a 
photogidphel.< 9-4 is «Se Ahi sale ot Nene cee Se 
Though rugged in construction, your camera is watch-like in precision, and 
should receive the care appropriate to a fine instrument. Familiarize yourself 
with its operation through a careful reading of this instruction manual, and you 
will quickly become a photographer of advanced ability. . . +» «+ « 


2... argus 


Yani ARGUS C4 is an advanced 35mm camera with an assortment of 
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LOADING ® e e 




















Use standard 35 mm film cartridges . . . black and white or color 


Unlock the back of the camera by turn- Remove the back of the camera with a 
ing the locking catch on the base in downward movement. Turn wind knob 
the direction marked “open”. . © until it stops. © °° © *& *& ° 














Always load the camera in subdued light—never in bright sunlight 


Pull wind knob completely up and Place 35 mm film cartridge in film 
rotate 14 turn backwards to release compartment and thread ‘4 inch or 3 
notches of film under friction roller. 
Be sure film notches are engaged with 
sprocket. Follow illustration closely. 


take-up spool tension. Rotate take-up 


spindle with thumb to position shown. 


LOADING continued 





Turn wind knob until it snaps down 
and engages the winding shaft. When 
knob stops turning, press shutter release 
and turn wind knob until end of 
film lies back against the sprocket. 


Argus C4 aos ure count 





ie always indicates 


To replace camera back: First turn lock- 
ing catch to “open’ position. Then 
place back on camera in position shown 
above. Slide upward until locking catch 
is securely engaged. Turn locking catch 
to ‘‘closed” position. 





number of pictures remaining on the film 


Turn winding knob until it stops, press The exposure counting dial indicates 
the number of exposures remaining on 
your film. To set push down with thumb 
Lectvaniiitiant &.-* 6 2s and turn clockwise until index line is 

opposite 20 if using a 20 exposure roll, 


tae . 


or if using a 36 exposure roll. 


shutter release, and again turn winding 





The SAFE way to picture-taking with Argus C4 e e 


Shutter adjustment—controls the amount of time, is set according 
to the type of subject. 


§ = SHUTTER Aperture (or lens) Adjustment—controls the amount of light, 


is set according to the light condition. 


Focusing Adjustment—controls the sharpness, is set according 
to subject distance. 


A - APERTURE Exposure—taking the picture. 
. | 
Think of the word SAFE and you will get into the habit of | 


following the proper routine in taking each picture. 


e = FOCUS eee 


Only three adjustments are necessary to take perfect pictures. 
Read the following pages carefully for complete information | 
regarding these adjustments which are the most important 

E EXPOSURE steps in the correct operation of your camera. 
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UNIVERSAL 


- | SETTING 
GN When taking average pictures 
S in bright sunlight, using an 
average film like ANSCO 
SUPREME or KODAK PLUS 


X, a shutter setting of 100 
(1/100) and a lens setting of 8 
(f:8) will produce excellent 
results. These two figures are 
marked in red and are the 


‘universal’ settings. Complete 





meee outdoor exposure tables for 


all black-and-white or color 


Complete information regarding focus, shutter, and 
aperture adjustments will be found on pages 12-17. 


films are on pages 14 and 15. 
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SHUTTER ADJUSTMENT e+e ce e 7 e e 


The shutter settings control exposure time. On theArgus C4 
there is a choice of five measured speeds (10, 25, 50, 100, 
200) which represent fractions of a second. Adjustment is 
made by means of the speed dial on the front of the camera. 
The speed desired should be set opposite the index dot. 
Refer to the exposure guides on pages 14 and 15. 


CAUTION: Always set speeds on numbers; not between 
numbers. Don’t turn dial clockwise beyond ‘B’’ or 
counter clockwise beyond ‘'10”’. 


The "B" setting permits keeping the shutter open for 
as long as the shutter release is held down. It is used for 
pictures indoors or at night with the camera on a tripod 
or other steady support. Speed 10 (1/10) also requires 
a steady support, but the camera may be hand-held for 
all cihe: speeds) = + ee 2 en eee 








APERTURE (or lens) ADJUSTMENT 


The aperture settings control the amount of light that 
passes through the lens while the shutter is open. A 
choice of seven settings is provided. Adjustment is made 
by rotating the knurled ring on the front of the lens 
until the opening desired is opposite the index mark. 
To re-adjust aperture setting without disturbing focus, 
hold the range-finder dial with the thumb while making 


the adjustment. 


The lens opening is smallest at f:22. Each succeeding 
opening admits twice as much light as the one preceding. 
Thus, f:2.8 admits 64 times as much light as f:29. 


Selection of the proper lens setting is determined by 


reference to the exposure guides on pages 14 and 15. 





13 


OUTDOOR EXPOSURE GUIDE . . . Black and White 


FINE GRAIN FILM ALL PURPOSE FILMS HIGH SPEED FILMS 
KODAK PANATOMIC X ANSCO SUPREME ANSCO ULTRA-SPEED 

TYPE of FILM for big enlargements KODAK PLUS X KODAK SUPER XX 
; for all ‘round use for poor light or indoors 

ASA Film Speed 25 ASA Film Speed 50 ASA Film Speed 100 


LIGHT CONDITION Bright Hazy Cloudy Bright Hazy Cloudy Dull} Bright Hazy Cloudy Dull 
) 


BRILLIANT SUBJECTS . . . Beach, water and Shutter 
snow scenes, distant landscapes Lens 


BRIGHT SUBJECTS . . . Close-ups in beach, water Shutter 1/100] 1/100 
and snow scenes, landscapes with foregounds Lens H 25. £4 B f: £4 


AVERAGE SUBJECTS . . . Pictures of people, Shutter 
children at play, gardens, houses, street scenes Lens 


SHADED SUBJECTS ... All subjects in open Shutter 
shade, not under trees or porches Lens 


ACTION SUBJECTS . . . Pictures of moving sub- | Shutter 
jects, sports, etc., in the open Lens 





A shutter speed of 1/100 is recommended, wherever possible, to avoid the possibility of blurred pictures caused by camera movement. 
When smaller lens openings are used, to increase depth (see page 17), slower speeds may be necessary. The table below shows 
equivalent exposure times: 


1/100 and f:2.8 gives the same exposure as 1/50f:4, 1/25 f:5.6, 1/10 £:8 

1/100 and f:4 gives the same exposure as 1/200f:2.8, 1/50 f:5.6, 1/25 f:8, 1/10 F:11 
1/100 and f:5.6 gives the same exposure as 1/200f:4, 1/50f:8, 1/25 f:11, 1/10 f:16 
1/100 and f:8 gives the same exposure as 1/200f:5.6, 1/50f:11, 1/25 f:16, 1/10 f:22 





OUTDOOR EXPOSURE GUIDE . . . Kodachrome or Ansco Color 


Chipley 5 sl Open Shade he Day Bright Soy 
Pieces [mae stay 
ice ao) Seog | as eee 
[Saeed Sew | Remeetsomate | woraeconnamnoes | J 
Se 


ABOVE EXPOSURES BASED ON 1/50 SHUTTER SPEED, EXCEPT * WHERE 1/25 IS RECOMMENDED. 


SUNSET PICTURES . . . Best results are obtained when clouds obscure the sun. Suggested exposure is 1/50 at f:4; less exposure 
makes the picture darker; more exposure makes the picture lighter. 















FLASH PICTURES IN SUNLIGHT... Experienced photographers frequently use flash to fill in deep shadows when taking out- 
door color pictures. Blue flash lamps are necessary (General Electric No. 22B is recommended). Here are suggested lens and shutter 
settings: (For further information on these guide numbers see pages 24 and 25.) 

Distance 5 feet Shutter Speed 1/50 Lens Opening f:8 

Distance 7 feet Shutter Speed 1/100 Lens Opening f:5.6 

Distance 10 feet Shutter Speed 1/200 Lens Opening f:4 





FOCUSING ADJUSTMENT e¢ ee e 
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Argus C4 is equipped with a range- 
finder of the super-imposed image 
type which is coupled to the focusing 
lens mount. When the rangefinder is 
operated, the camera is automatically 
focused at the same time. The range- 
finder is combined with the view 
finder, which makes it possible to 
focus and compose the picture 
simultaneously. This is a great ad- 
vantage with moving subjects. » 








To focus the camera, using the range- 
findér, look through the eyepiece on 
the back of the camera, manipulating 
the knurled rangefinder wheel with 
the right middle or index finger. 
You will see the subject just as it will 
appear in the finished picture, but 
with a double image in the center of 
the field of view. When the two 
images are superimposed, the camera 
is focused accurately. » «© © 


When sighting through the range- and view-finder, be sure your 
eye is centered to insure accurate composition of the picture. 
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The above illustrations show the view 
as it appears through the range- 
finder-view-finder. Top _ illustration 
shows the subject as it appears when 
the camera is “out of focus’, lower 
illustration shows the subject as it 
appears when the camera is “in 
focus.” It is also possible to pre-set 
the distance by means of the range- 
finder dial and to approach the sub- 
ject until the two images are super- 
imposed. ° ° ° e ° . 





DEPTH OF Fl ELD When your camera is f 


also recorded sharply. 


15 feet, and the lens set at f:11, all subjects between 1 5” a 





Distance 
Focused 


‘ocused on 10 feet, subjects in front of and beyond this distance are 
This range of sharpness is called depth of field. ' 
The table here indicates the depth of field at the different distance and lens settings. For example: With the Argus C4 focused on 


nd infinity will appear sharp. 


determine the range of sharpness for any lens and focus setting. 
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By referring to the table, you can readily 
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TAKING THE PICTURE . © 8 @ e @ ° 





Hold the camera in the manner pictured above, and compose the picture in the viewfinder. 


Focus the camera if the rangefinder shows the subject to be out of focus. Then, take the 
picture by slowly pressing the shutter release. Be sure to hold the camera steady at the 
moment of exposure.It's a good idea to hold your breath for an instant as you press the release. 
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Make it a practice to wind the film 
by turning winding knob as far as 
it will go just before taking a picture. 
This will prevent tripping the shutter 
accidentally. The shutter action is 
coupled to the film wind, thus pre- 
venting double exposures. The 
exposure counter is also coupled 
to the winding mechanism and 
shows the number of pictures left 
on the roll. Don’t touch exposure 
counter when winding. »« .« « 





REWIND 


have been 


When all pictures 
taken, pull winding knob com- 
pletely up and rotate 14 turn 
backwards to release take-up spool 
tension, and rewind film (using 
knob marked ‘‘Rewind’’) until 
counter dial has stopped rotating. 
Cantinue to turn knob three to 
four full revolutions to be sure 


film is entirely in the cartridge. . 








UNLOAD & RELOAD 


Open the back of the camera, as in 
loading, and remove the film 
cartridge. Have the film developed 
as soon as possible for best re- 
sults. Keep your Argus C4 loaded 
with film so you will be ready for 
any picture opportunity. Argus 
C4 uses standard 35mm film car- 


tridges, black-and-white or color. 
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C4 FLASH PICTURES - ° * ° 


Flash pictures are easy to take 
with Argus C4. It has a built-in 
synchronizer for ALL flash 
lamps and may be used with 
ANY shutter speed. All you 
need are flash lamps, two size 
“C" photo-flash batteries, and 
the Argus Flash Unit which 
mounts in the clip on top of 


the camera. 





The front of the battery case is re- 
movable. Hold the unit in the 
left hand and pull off cover with 
right hand. Two size “C” photo- 
flash batteries are required. ° °* 





Batteries are inserted as shown 


above. Moulded arrows show the 


proper placement of battery cells. 


Replace battery case cover. * ° 


Note: Fresh size ‘'C’' photo-flash batteries are essential when taking flash pictures. We recommend replacement after 50 to 60 
flash pictures have been taken. Even when not used, batteries deteriorate. They should be tested before use if a few months old. 
Weak batteries will delay lamp firing. Under-exposure or non-exposure will result. 
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The midget flash lamp adapter 
must be removed when screwbase 
flash lamps are used. This is done 
by giving it a quarter turn counter- 
clockwise, and pull out. 


The flash unit reflector is easily 
attached to the battery case. 
With midget lamps, the reflector 
should be pushed back as far as 
possible; with screw base lamps as 
far forward as possible. This assures 
even illumination. eer 6 








Argus C4 flash unit takes all flash 
lamps. The small black switch on 
the back of the camera should be 
set at ‘F’’ or ‘'M" according to 
the lamp used (see flash guides). 


Note: Flash lamps are divided into two types for most amateur use: Fast and Medium. This refers to the flashing characteristics. 
“Fast'’ flash lamps are fired 5 milliseconds (1/200 second) after contact is made. “Medium” flash lamps are fired 20 milliseconds 
(1/50 seconds) after contact is made. 
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FLASH continued @ ® © 8 ® e e ® r) ® 








To attach flash unit, make sure the Lock the flash unit in the clip by _—_ Insert lamps by pushing them into 


locking lever is in the “up” posi- pressing down on the locking the socket as far as they will go. 
tion. Slide unit all the way into lever. This will secure it and | When using medium base lamps, 
the clip provided. assure perfect electrical contact. remove midget lamp adapter. 


Note: Flash lamps often have a coating of wax or other foreign matter on the contact. To insure firing of the lamp, scrape the 


contact before inserting lamp in flash unit. Warning! Do not have flash lamp in flash gun socket when attaching or removing flash 
unit from camera as premature flashing and burned hands may result. 
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In taking flash pictures, follow 
the convenient guide on pages 
24 and 25. The position of the 
flash unit on the Argus C4 pro- 
vides maximum illumination on 
the subject. The strong front 
lighting is perfect for color 
photography. « « eo e 


The Argus Flash Unit Extension (available 
as an accessory) permits using the Unit 
at one side of the camera for better model- 
ing. It also permits the use of two Argus 
Flash Units for balanced lighting. . - 





After taking the flash picture, eject 
the used lamp by means of the 
button on the back of the flash 
unit. This prevents burned fingers. 


Note: When two lamps are used, the additional illumination will require a smaller lens opening. For example: if f8 is the correct 
lens setting with one flash lamp, the use of two lamps may require an f11 lens setting. 
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FLASH EXPOSURE GUIDE... Black and White 


Flash FINE GRAIN FILM aay ee iia dale ieee ee 


TYPE of FILM Lamp Kodak Panatomic X Ansco Se roe Ansco Ultra S; 
peed 
Setting | | ASA Tung. Speed 20 ASA Tung. Speed 32 ASA Tung. Speed 64 


[Shower Seeed |__| Upto 1/50] 1/100] 17900] Un wo 1750] 1/100] 17800] Un w 1/50] 1/100] 1/200] 
Sia —[ Fee | | 


i 
Se a a ee eee 


USING GUIDE NUMBERS. . . . The guide number system is the accepted standard method of determining proper lens settings when 
taking flash pictures. To use the table above: 

1. Find the guide number under the flash lamp, shutter speed and film you intend to use. 

2. Divide the guide number by the distance from your subject. The result is the proper F setting for the lens. 

For example: Using Panatomic X film and the SM flash lamp, with a shutter speed of 1/200, the guide number is 45. For a subject 
at 11 feet, divide 45 by 11. The result is 4, which indicates the proper lens opening: f:4. In some cases, the result might be an odd 
aunt ets between those marked on the lens. When such is the case, set the lens accordingly, i.e., between f:5.6 and f:4 when f:4.5 
is indicated, etc 
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FLASH EXPOSURE GUIDE .. . Color 


Kodachrome Daylight—10+ Ansco-Color Tungsten* Kodachrome Type A* 
TYPE of FILM L A Ansco-Color Daylight—1 21+ ASA Tung. Speed 12 ASA Tung. Speed 16 


Shutter Speed |__| Up to 1/50 1/200 | Up to 1/50 


D 
NECUIMMenGed 


ie 50" 2 Lys | 400: | 
: 
eco 





*ANSCO—Color TUNGSTEN—Use with Ansco UV16 filter; Kodachrome Type A—Use 81D or equivalent. 


TASA Film Speed 
Note: Ansco—Color Tungsten and Kodachrome Type A Color films may be exposed without filter when using SM & SF flash lamps; 


other lamps require the filter to eliminate some of the excess blue in their light. 


The guides on these pages are based on flash lamp manufacturers recommendations. They represent a general average, and cannot 
take variable factors into account. For dark subjects, or outdoors at night, it is wise to use one lens opening larger than indicated. 


Caution: Flash lamps shatter occasionally, and it is wise to use a protective shield, particularly when taking close-up portraits. Your 


Argus dealer can supply such an accessory. 
95 





CLOSE UPS 


The Argus C4 is well adapted for close-up pictures 
and macrophotography through the use of sup- 
plementary lenses. Supplied in three focal lengths, 
these lenses permit photograhy of small objects 
as close as 12 inches from the camera. The tables 
below show the approximate area covered by the 
supplementary lenses and the distances at which 
they should be used. All working distances are 
from the focal plane (or film surface.) There is an 
index mark on the top of the camera from which 
measurements should be made (see illustration at 
eins alow) 6. 6 ae AR a 5 


The viewfinder will not be accurate at such close 
working distances. A preferred method is to 
center the lens on the center of the subject. When 
copies of printed material are to be made, special 
copying film, such as Kodak Micro-File, is rec- 
ommended. No additional exposure is necessary 
when using supplementary lenses, but a small lens 
opening is desirable due to the limited depth of 
field. Be sure to use a tripod or other steady 
support for the camera. aieie key enemies 





Taken without supplementary lens 
at 3 feet. 





Measure distance of subject 

from index line on top of 

camera when using supple- 
mentary lenses. 





ACCESSORIES 





A tripod is a great convenience 
when it is necessary to use the 
Argus C4 on a steady support; as 
when using 1/10 second, or longer 
exposures with the shutter set at 
“B". A tripod bushing on the 
base of the Argus C4 accommo- 
dates any standard tripod. . .« 





Provision is made for using a cable 
release, if desired. Your Argus 
dealer can supply one. The cable 
release screws into threads in the 
shutter release button on top of the 


camera. The Argus C4 takes the 
standard ASA cable release. This 
accessory is useful to avoid camera 
movement when using the camera 
on a steady support. . 





Use of the Argus C4 carrying case - 
is recommended at all times. It 
protects the camera from hard 
knocks, from the weather, and is a 
convenient means of carrying it. 
The camera may be used without 


removing it from the case. . « 


——$——— S090 EVES... a eee 


